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NARAL Pro-Choice America
believes every woman has the right
to make personal decisions
regarding the full range of
reproductive choices, including
preventing unintended pregnancy,
bearing healthy children, and

choosing legal abortion.
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD OMN CHOICE
11414 CONGRESS, 2np SESSION

NARAL Pro-Choice America’s 2016 Con-
gressional Record om Choice documents the
key choice-related House and Senate votes
taken during the second session of the 114th
Congress.

2016 was another year of exceptional ani-
mosity toward women's rights. Anti-choice
lawmakers continued their efforts to under-
mine reproductive freedom, despite an
American majority supportive of legal abor-
tion. This disconnect between public opinion
and elected officials also is evident numeri-
cally: as the 114th Congress came to a close,
only 37 out of 100 senators and 169 out of 435
members of the House were fully pro-choice.

At the start of its second year with majori-
ties in both chambers, anti-choice leadership
wasted no time resuming its assault on repro-
ductive rights with a particular focus in
three areas: attacks on Planned Parenthood,
refusal bills allowing discrimination based on
women's reproductive-health decisions, and
restrictions on contraception in Zika-response
legislation.
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Within its first month in session, the House
passed a bill defunding Planned Parenthood
for one year and voted to override the presi-
dent's veto. The House also passed three
sweeping anti-choice refusals: a dangerous
expansion of the Federal Refusal Clause, a
measure blocking a D.C. reproductive-health
non-discrimination law, and a provision
undermining protections for women and
LGBT workers. Thankfully, none of these pro-
posals moved in the Senate.

Over the course of the year, the Zika virus
developed into a public-health emergency
with particular dangers for reproductive-
age women. Rather than acting quickly and
responsibly, anti-choice members of Congress
played politics with the crisis. They walked
away from a bipartisan compromise on a Zika-
funding bill and instead repeatedly pushed a
bill that would harm — rather than protect
— women's health by restricting funding for
contraception. Although the House passed
the legislation, pro-choice senators success-
fully blocked it. After months of pressure from
the American public and pro-choice l:harnpi—
ons, anti-choice leadership finally conceded,
removing the restricion on family-planning
providers and passing crucial Zika funding,

Despite these attacks on reproductive
freedom, the fight over Zika demonstrated
that members of Congress are increasingly
strong in their defense of reproductive rights.
Pro-choice senators refused to allow family
planning to be held hostage by ideological
extremists. They stood strong against legisla-
tion that would have put women at greater
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risk, forcing anti-choice leadership to back
down from its dangerous demands. And
cosponsorship of the Equal Access to Abortion
Coverage in Health Insurance (EACH) Woman
Act continued to grow, bringing the total to a
record-high 130 cosponsors. The bill, which
would repeal current-law bans on abortion
services in government health-care programs,
reflects a growing movement on Capitol Hill
that restrictions such as the Hyde amendment
must go. This positive trend is even more
important given the devastating results of the
2016 electon.

The election of Donald Trump as president
and the retention of anti-choice majorities
in the House and Senate pose an immediate
threat to reproductive freedom. As president,
Trump will have the power to nominate anti-
choice federal judges and fill his cabinet with
agency heads that are hostile to reproductive
rights. He has already threatened to repeal the
Affordable Care Act and dismantle its many
benefits, fulfill his running mate’s long-held
goal of defunding Planned Parenthood, and
roll back the protections of Roe v Wade.

A Trump-Pence administration represents
the most serious c‘hallenge to reproductive
freedom in a generation. However, we are not
without hope: Hillary Clinton, a pro-choice
champion, won 2.8 million more votes than
Donald Trump, and seven in 10 Americans
support legal abortion, even in red states.

MNARAL Pro-Choice America will stand
alongside congressional champions and allies
to meet each challenge posed by the incom-
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ing administration with the force and support
of our one million member activists and the
unshakable confidence that Americans want
to see their freedoms protected and defended,
not dismantled.
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VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
SENATE

1. Restriction on Contraception: Zika Response.
Zika Response and Preparedness Acdt
H.R.2577. Moton to invoke cloture on the
conference report to accompany H.R.2577,
which restricts access to contraception by
excluding family-planning providers from
receiving Zika response funds. (Some anti-
choice lawmakers cast what appear to be
pro-choice votes; most observers recognize
that those votes were cast for reasons unre-
lated to reproductive health.) Three-fifths
of the total Senate (60 votes) is required to
invoke cloture. Cloture moton failed 52-48,
A pro-choice vote (+) was against cloture
(6/28/16).

2. Restriction on Contraception: Zika Response.
Zika Response and Preparedness Act,
H.R.2577. Motion to invoke cloture on the
conference report to accompany H.R.2577,
which restricts access to contraception by
excluding family-planning providers from
receiving Zika response funds. (Some anti-
choice lawmakers cast what appear to be
pm—d‘mice votes; most observers recognize
that those votes were cast for reasons unre-
lated to reproductive health.) Three-fifths
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of the total Senate (60 votes) is required to
invoke cloture. Cloture motion failed 52-44,
A pru—chuii:e vote {+) was against cloture
(7/14/18).

. Restriction on Contraception: Zika Response,

Zika Response and Preparedness Act,
H.E.2577. Motion to invoke cloture on the
conference report to accompany H.R.2577,
which restricts access to contraception by
excluding family-planning providers from
receiving Zika response funds. (Some anti-
choice lawmakers cast what appear to be
pro-choice votes; most observers recognize
that those votes were cast for reasons unre-
lated to reproductive health.) Three-fifths
of the total Senate (60 votes) is required
to invoke cloture. Cloture motion failed
52-46. A pro-choice vote (+) was against
cloture (9/6/148).
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Richard Sheloy
Jeff Sessions

ALASKA

Liza Murkowsks
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ARIZONA
John McCain
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MICHAEL BEMMET
Cory Gardner

CONNECTICUT
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CHRIS MURPHY

DELAWARE

THOMAS CARPER
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Marco Rubio
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VOTE DESCRIPTIONS
HOUSE

1. Attack on Planned Parenthood: One-Year
Funding Ban. To provide for reconciliation
on the budget for fiscal year 2016, H.R.3762.
Final passage. The bill would disqualify
Planned Parenthood from participating in
federal health-care programs for one year.
(Some anti-choice lawmakers cast what ap-
pear to be pro-choice votes; most observers
recognize that those votes were cast for
reasons unrelated to reproductive health.)
PPassed 240-187. A pro-choice vote (+) was
against final passage (1/6/16)

2. Attack on Planned Parenthood: Veto
Override. To provide for reconciliation on
the budget for fiscal year 2016, H.R.3762.
Veto override. Vote to override President
Obama’s January 8 veto of a bill that would
disqualify Planned Parenthood from par-
ticipating in federal health-care programs
for one year. (Some anti-choice lawmakers
cast what appear to be pro-choice votes;
most observers recognize that those votes
were cast for reasons unrelated to repro-
ductive health.) A two-thirds majority of
those present and voting (285 votes needed
to sustain the president’s veto in this case)
of both houses is required to override a
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veto. Failed 241-186. A pro-choice vote (+)
was a vote to sustain the veto (2/2/16).

3. Anti-Choice Refusal: Taxpayer-Fund-
ed Discrimination. Energy and Water
Development and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, H.R.5055. Byrne (R-AL)
amendment to add a sweeping refusal
provision that would allow employers to
discriminate against women and LGBT
workers, Passed 233-186. A ]:lm—chuice vote
(+) was against the amendment (3/25/16).

4. Restriction on Contraception: Zika Response.
Zika Response and Preparedness Act,
H.R.2577. On agreeing to the confer-
ence report to accompany H.R.2577. Final
passage. The conference report restricts
access to contraception by excluding fam-
ily-planning providers from Zika response
funds. Passed 239-171. A pro-choice vote
{+) was against the conference report
(6/23/16).

5. Federal Employees” Health Insurance. Fi-
nancial Services and General Government
Appropriations Act, H.R.5485, Grayson (D-
FL) amendment to strike the current-law
provision that prohibits federal employ-
ees and their dependents from choosing a
health-insurance plan with abortion cover-
age through the Federal Employee Health
Benefits (FEHB) program. Failed 177-245. A
pro-choice vote (+) was in support of the
amendment (7/6/16).

6. Anti-Choice Refusal: D.C. Reproduc-
tive-Health Non-Discrimination Law.
Financial Services and General Gov-
ernment Appropriations Act, H.R.5485.
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Palmer (R-AL) amendment to block a D.C.
law that prohibits employers from taking
adverse achon against employees based on
their reproductive-health decisions. Passed
223-192. A pro-choice vote (+) was against
the amendment (7/7/16).

. Anti-Choice Refusal: Conscience Pro-

tection Act. 5.304. Final passage. The
bill would expand the Federal Refusal
Clause by allowing individuals and health-
care companies to refuse to participate in,
facilitate, or make arrangements for abor-
tion services. [t would also let individuals
and organizations bring lawsuits for actual
or threatened violations. Passed 245-182.
A pro-choice vote (+) was against final pas-
sage (7/13/18).

. Attack on Planned Parenthood: Special
“Investigation” Committee Funding.
H.Res.933. Final Passage. A resolution to
allocate $800,000 in back-funding to the
special committee investigating fetal-tis-
sue donation and abortion practice. Passed
234-181. A pro-choice vote (+) was against
the resolution (12/1/16).
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5 Beb Latta - -
& Bill Johreon - -
7 BebGibks - - -
8  Warren Davidsan | | |
9 MARCY KAFTUR ' ' "
10 Michael Turner - -
11 MARCIA FUDGE + + 4
12 Pat Tiben
13" TIM RYAN ' ' "
14 Dawnd Joyee - -
15 - Srewie Stlvery - - -
14 James Renace
OKLAHOMA
1 Jim Bndenstine - -
2 Markwayne Mullin - -
3 Frank Lucas - - -
4  Tom Cale - -
5 Spaye Russall - -
OREGON
1 SUZANNE BOMAMIC + + 4
1 Z 3
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2016 HOUSE VOTES
(continued) ﬁf‘

g

et o

it o

: #oF
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1 2

Greng Walden

EARL BLUMENALER
PETER DeFAZIO
KLRT SCHRADER

PENNSYLVANLA

1 ROBERT BRADY "
2 CHAKA FATTAH + A
2 DWIGHT EVANS | |
3
A

B LW k3
+ '+ +
+ '+ +

Mike Kally

Seoit Perry - -
5  Glenn Thompson - -
& Ryan Costells - -
7 Pairick Mashan - -
8 Michasl Fitzpatrick - -
% Bill Shuster - -
10 Tarm Marine - -
11 Low Bardetta - -
12 Kaith Rethius - -
13 BREMDAM BOYLE
14 MIKE DOYLE + +
15 Chaslie Deant
14 Joe Pitts - -
17 MATT CARTWRIGHT + +
18- Tim Murphy - -

RHODE ISLAND

1 DANDCICILLINE ' '
2 JAMES LANGEVIN + +

SOUTH CAROLINA

1 Mhark Sanford - -
2 Joe Witsan - -
3 Jeff Duncan - -
4 Trey Gowdy - -

3B MARAL Pro-Choice Amercs
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2016 HOUSE VOTES

{corntinned)
% i‘?}\
il 2
3;}“5:‘
e e
1 2
5 Mick Mulwaney - -
& JAMES CLYBURM + +
7 Tom HRice - -
SOUTH DAKOTA
AL Kristi Moem - -
TENNESSEE
1 Phil Rpe - =
2 John " Hmmy® Duncan
3 Chuck Fleischrram - -
4 Beon Desdarlais
5 JiM COOPER 1 1
& Dhane Black - -
7 Marsha Blackbum - -
8 Srenhen Fncher
% STEVE COHEMN 1 1
TEXAS
1 Louke Gohrmert - -
2 Ted Poe X =
3 Sam Johnsan = -
4 John Ratcliffe - -
5 Jeb Hensarling - E
& Joe Bartan = =
7 John Culberson = -
8  Rewn Brady - -
9 ALGREEM " +
10 Mechzel MeCaul = .
11K Micheal Conaway - =
12 Ray Granger - =
13 Willlaen "Bac® Tharnbesry = E
14 Rendy Webes = =
15 RUBEN HINCUCSA, A "
14 BETO O'ROURKE ' '
17 Bifl Flones = E
1 Z2
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2016 HOUSE VOTES
(continued) ﬁf‘

g

et o

it o

: Cyll e
B B Y

1 2

18 SHEILA JACKSON LEE + +
1% Randy MNeugebauer - -
20 JOATUIN CASTRO + A
21 Lamar Smith -

23 Pete Clsan - -
23 Wil Hurd - -
24 Kenny Meschant - -
25 Roger Willlams

25 Michael Burgess - -
27 Blake Farenthoid - -
28 HEMRY CUELLAR “ “
29 GEME GREEN " "
30 EDDIE BERNICE JOHMSON A +
31 John Carter - -
32 Pete Sessiona - -
33 MARC VEASEY 1 1
34 FILEMON VELA + +
35 LLOYD DOGGEETT “ “
34 Bran Babn - -

UTAH

Rob Blshop - -
Chirig Steary - -
Jeron Chafer - -
Mg Lewve - -

VERMONT
AL PETER WELCH * *

VIRGIMIA

Rob \Wittrman - -
Scom Rigell - -
ROBERT SCOTT + +
A Randy Forbes - -
Robert Hurt - -
Rabert Goodlatts - -

B ok —

O A B Lo Ry —
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2016 HOUSE VOTES

(corttined) Q‘pr' Qﬁ.,:"'
e ffs‘l‘ . .w-ﬁ'
; ﬂnﬁi} e g &l-.ui‘@a'?
G " 3 o o
g&::fv z g&dlﬁ ot
o e Y
1 2 3
7 Dhaye Beat -
8 DONALD BEYER v v 4
9 Margan Geitlith X 5
10 Barbara Cormetock
11 GERALD CONNOLLY v ¥ 4
WASHINGTON
1 SUZAN DelBENE + + i
2 RICK LARSEN . v 4
3 Jeime Hasrera Seutler - - A
4 Dan Newhouse
5 Cathy MeMorris Radaers - = B
& DEREE KILMER . v '
7 M McDERMOTT v A 4
B Dave Reichen -
G ADAM SMITH + A 1
10 DEMMY HECK . v '
WEST VIRGIMNIA
1 Davd Mokindey -
2 Alex Moonay
3 Buan Jenkins - -
WISCONSIN
1 Peul Ryan 5 5
2 MARK POCAN v v 4
3 ROMEKIND s + "
4 GWEN MOORE ' ' 1
5 F Jamues Sessenbeannes I -
& Glenn Grothman 5
7 Sean Dufty 3 T T
& Reld Ribkle
WY OMING
AL Cynthia Lurnmia -
1 Z2 3
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LEGEND

DEMOCRATS — All capitals
Republicans - Initial capitals
Independents — Italics

Mumbers beside House members' names denote
congressional districts; AL denotes at-large.

o+

pro-choice vote

anti-choice vote

present

absent*

ineligible

speaker may exercise discretion not to vote
leader switched vote ifram anti-choice

to pro-choice) to presarve right to file a
moticn to reconsider

=1 g

na total score not applicable

* Total score may reflect past vote or confirmed

position on issue,
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