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Introduction

Om the question ol legal abortion, Americans
remain sirongly pro-choice. However, the two
chambersof Congress are sharply divided on the
issue, with only 173 fully pro-cheice House mem-
bersoul ol 435, and 42 of 100 senators, Addressing
a rally of anti-choice protesters shortly after the
[13th Congress was gaveled into session, House
Speaker John Boehner (R-OH) said thae making
“aburtion a relic of the past” was one of his “most
fundamental goals this vear,” and threatened to
move o legislative agenda that targets the right
to choose, Carrying out his pledge in 2013, anti-
choice lawmakers atacked reproductive rights
on the following fronts:

s Birth-Control Relusal Law: Anti-choice mem-
bers of Congress continued their forcelul
opposition to the Affordable Care Act's
(ACA) contraceptive-coverage policy. Two
anti-choice measures received [loor votes:
the Senate rejected an amendment offered
by Sen, Deb Fischer (R-MNE)} o the FY'l4
budget resolution that would have allowed
anationwide refusal on the provision of any
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women's health service for virtually any rea-
son; and the House passed an amendmenti
o the continuing resolution offered by Rep.
Marsha Blackburn (R-TN) that would have
allowed any employer, health-plan spon-
sor, insurince plan, or individual te refuse
to cover any women's preventive-health
service required under the health-reform
baw for virtually any reason for a one-year
period. The House measure was a blatant
attemypt to inllame semsitive budget negori-
alions underway; it passed on a near-party
line vote, and helped 1o precipitate the
16-day federal government shutdown

Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act:
For the past 16 years, anti-choice lawmak-
ers have tried to pass legislation that would
harshlv restrict young women's access Lo
abortion services. In its current form, the
Child Tnterstate Abortion Notilication Act
(CIANAY would malke it a lederal crime lor
anyone other than a parent to accompany
a minor acress state lines for abortion ser-
vices. It also would impose an impossibly
complex patchwork of parental-invelve-
ment laws on women and doctors across the
country. Sen. Marco Rubio (R-FL) offered a
non-binding, sense-of-the-Senate provision
to the FY'I4 budget resolution resolving
that CIANA should be enacted. Thankfully,
the amendment was defeated.

20-Week Abortion Ban: House anti-choice
bawmalcers again attacked women's access to
abortion care with the misleadingly named
Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act,
and then, in a stunning move, expanded the
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bill's reach beyond the District of Columbia
to apply nationwide, Sponsored by anti-
thoice Rep, Trent Franks (R-AZ), the hill
imposes an outright han on abortion care
after 20 weeks. (Motably, even a bill this
extreme was opposed by some anti-choice
members, reportedly on the grounds that
adding limited exceptions Tor rape and
incest rendered the legislation insulliciently
punitive.} The legislation passed the House,
and anti-choice Sens. Mike Lee (R-UT) and
Lindsey Graham {(R-5C) have introduced
similar bills in the Senate,

International Family Planning: Anti-
choice Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX) offered an
amendment to the FY'14 budget resolution
that effectively would have defunded the
United MNations [amily-planning program
(UNFPAL The UNFPA program provides
cricial funding for family-planning services,
as well as other essential health care, for
some of the poorest women in the world. The
amendment was rejected.

Anti-Choice Resolution to Exploit Penn-
sylvania Tragedy: Un multiple occasions,
anti-choice Sen, Mike Lee (R-UT) offered
a tesolution exploiting the tragic cir-
cumstances that led 1o the trial of Kermit
Gosnell, a Philadelphia phvsician with a
long history of running an unsafe and ille-
gal abortion operation. The Lee resolution
fmplicd that abortion care 1s dangerous and
abortion providers are unscrupulous—a
leap that is patently false. Pro-choice Sen.
Richard Blumenthal (D-CT) and allies
blocked the resolution, ollering an alterna-
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tive that called on the Senate to address “all
incidens of abusive, unsanitary, or illegal
health care practices.” rather than unfairly
single out and punish providers ol compre-
hensive reproductive-health care.

NARAL Pro-Choice America’s 2013 Congres-

sional Record on Chelee documents the key House
and Senate vores taken during the hirse session of
the 113th Congress.
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Vore DesCrIPTIONS

aiom

Senate

1.

Increased Suppori for Women's Health-Care
Services. FY'l4 Senate Budgel Resolution,
5.ConRes#. Shaheen (D-NI} amendment
to allow funds 1o be increased for women's
health-care services, such as the Tile X fam-
ily-planning program and the Affordable Care
Act's contraceptive-coverage policy. Passed
56-43. A pro-choice vote (+) was in support ol
the amendment (3/22/13).

Birth-Control Refusal Law, FY'1+ Senate
Budger Resolution, 5.Con Res. 8. Fischer (R-NE)
amendment o allow “religious and moral
convictions” o he imposed on women's
health programs—effectively, a refusal clanse,
Rejected 44-55. A pro-choice vote {+) was in
opposition o the amendment (3/22/13),

Child Interstate Abortion Notification Act.
FY'14 Senate Budget Resolution, 5.Con.Res 8.
Rubio (R-FL} amendment 1o attach sense-of-
the-Senate language to the budget resolunon
resolving that the Child Interstate Abortion
Motification Act (CIANAY should be enacted.
CIANA would make 1t a federal crime for any-
one other than a parent to accompany a minor
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out of state for abortion care if she comes from
a state with a strict parental-involvement law,
It also imposes an impossibly complex paich-
work of parental-invelvement laws on women
and doctors acress the country, Rejected
48-51. A pro-choice [+) vole was against the
amendment (3/22/13).

. United Nations Family-Planning Program,

FY'14 Senate Budget Resolution, 5.Con.Res 8,
Cruz (R-TX) amendment 1o allow funds 1o be
stripped [romeany U.MN.-associated program—
including the United Nations family-planning
program (UNFPAJ—ilTany LLN, member coun-
try engages in the practice ol forced abortion,
With an allusion to China's coercive popula-
tiom policies, the Cruz amendment would
have the ellect of defunding UNFPA, one ol
the very programs that has done the most to
lift veproductive coercion in China. Rejected
38-61. A pro-cheice vote (+) was against the
amendment (3/23/13),
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Vote DescriPTiONS

ey

House

o 20-Week Abortion Ban. Pain-Capable Unborn

Child Protection Act, HR1797 Final pas-
sage. Franks (R-AZ) bill to han abortion after
2 weeks nanonwide, with o exception o
protect @ womans health, or in cases of fecal
anomaly, and withont an adequate exception
in cases of rape or ingcest. The bill threatens
phvsicians with a [ive-vear prison sentence
for violating the ban. Passed 228-190. A pro-
chotce vote () was against the Wl (6/1813)

Birth-Control Refusal Law. FY'14 Connnu-
ing Resohution, H [ Res 39 Blackburn (R-TN)
amendment to allow any employer, health-
plan sponsor, insurance plan, or indivniduval o
refuse to cover any women's preventive-health
service regquired under the healih-reform law
for virtually any reason lor a one-year period.
Passed 231191 A pro-choice vole (+) was
against the amendment (9/29/13)
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LEGEND

A Fom

DEMOCRATS — All capitals
Repuhlicans — Initial capitals
Independents — lalics

MNumbers heside Hause members” names
denote congressional districts,
Al denotes at-large

s I'.ITI.'J-I: I.'l'.'.l] ce Yole

= e amtl-choicr ol

P present

A abeem®

1. ineligible

5. spedker may exercise
discreiion not Lo vote

nfd. voling score no
applicable

* Toial score may reflect [HSL vnle oF
confirmed posilion an issue Il a
member misses voies due o a leave

oif absence. a total score does no

app il
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